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Tug Rice is an actor, writer, and painter based out of New York City.

Sean: Can you talk about your background in the arts in general and which between acting, writing,
and painting is your first love and why?

Tug: Jack of all trades, master of none...

My only formal training is in acting. I studied at Carnegie Melon University. I’m so grateful for that
education but I’ve come to believe that the more you know how to do something, the less likely you
are to take risks. Writing and painting are things I don’t understand technically, being self-taught,
and there’s a wonderful freedom that comes with that. They’re very visceral experiences for me. I
usually describe myself as an artist because that seems to encompass all my interests. The
combination of the three keeps me somewhat sane and because of that I can’t pick a favorite. 



Sean: I love your paintings. I can envision them in a magazine or newspaper from the early 20th
century. They have this cosmopolitan, roaring 20’s feel to them. Is this intentional? Who are some of
your influences?

Tug: I don’t think too much about the style of my own work but I’m attracted to that era and it
seems to be a common thread in much of what I do. My acting resume lists a bunch of plays set in the
20’s and 30’s and the music I compose has that kind of sound. It was a more theatrical time…
dressing for dinner and all that. Everyone, even the grocery boy, looked like a movie star. I think
that’s why I like it.

Raoul Dufy is my favorite painter from that or any era. I love Virginia Lee Burton’s illustrations and
I’m influenced by other multidisciplinary artists like Noel Coward, who did everything and is my
idol.

Sean: What is your painting space like? Do you have any routines built into your painting time like
listening to music, drinking tea/coffee, talking to yourself?

Tug: I love bad lighting – it hides my mistakes. A dimly-lit room is nice, and I keep my phone hidden
while I’m working so I don’t get distracted. I tried to drink wine while painting once but it just gave
me a headache. And yes, I do talk to myself on occasion.



Sean: You recently posted some videos and pictures on your Instagram of various Parisian
landmarks. I gotta ask… how was your trip?

Tug: I visited Paris last month with family. It’s such a beautiful city – the architecture, the food, the
people – they’re all gorgeous. And I joined a long line of artists to be inspired by Paris, which is
inspiring in and of itself. I saw Dufy’s The Electricity Fairy at the Musee D’Art Moderne, a must-see
for Fauvism fans, and a play at The Comedie-Francais that I didn’t understand a single word of. And
Wilde’s tomb, which is a great tribute to a brilliant man.

Sean: What do you write about? Is any of your writing available to the public?



Tug: My writing varies more than my other interests. I’ve written a musical comedy based on the
18th century novel The Monk by Matthew Gregory Lewis; an educational series called Science Time
that airs on PBS; a children’s play about a whale ship on Martha’s Vineyard that was recently
performed in Tokyo; and a comedy about colonial women living in a celibate community called
Goody Goody that I’m developing with friends. Like I said…all over the place.

Sean: Finally, what are you currently up to? What’s on the horizon?

Tug: I’m keeping busy! I’m auditioning and I’ve had commissions for paintings that will keep me
occupied for a while. I also have an idea for a novel – I mean, if the Jenner sisters can do it, why can’t
I?

To keep up with Tug and his fantastic paintings follow him on his Instagram by clicking the link
below. Thanks, Tug!

Tug’s Instagram account – Click Here (http://www.instagram.com/tugrice)
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